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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1951 


The  area  of  Glendale  is  147,695  acres.  The  resident  population 
according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  in  mid  1951  was  7,550, 
a decrease  of  111  from  1950. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  in  1951  was  £30,438,  and  a 
Id.  rate  in  the  £ was  £130.0.0. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  chief  industry  in  the  area  is  agriculture  and  also  quarrying 
for  gravel.  There  was  practically  no  unemployment  during  the  year. 

There  were  21  houses  built  during  the  year,  13  by  private  enter- 
prise. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1951  are  as  follows:  — 


Legitimate 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate 


Legitimate 

Still  Births 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 


Total 

Male 

Female 

96 

46 

50 

3 

1 

2 

99 

47 

52 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

88 

39 

49 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population, 
13.8 


Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population, 
0.13 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population, 
11.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:— 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  


Nil 

Nil 


20.2 

Nil 

Nil- 

Nil 

20 

Nil 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


There  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area 
and  one  full-time  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  analysis  are  sent  to  the  New- 
castle City  Laboratory  and  specimens  for  chemical  analysis  to  the 
County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

There  is  a 24-hour  Ambulance  Service  for  the  area  based  on 
Wooler  which  is  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer 
under  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  are  no  practising  Registered  Midwives  in  the  district.  The 
needs  of  the  population  for  nursing  attention  in  their  homes  are  met 
by  several  District  Nurses  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  There  is  a domestic  health  service  operating  in  the 
area  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  There  are  2 
Health  Visitors  for  the  area. 

Treatment  Centre  and  Clinic 

There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Wooler  which  is  held  once 
a fortnight  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Health  Visitor. 

Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  area  but  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  either  Berwick  or  Alnwick 
Infirmaries.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  area,  patients 
being  admitted  to  Berwick  Isolation  Hospital  where  necessary. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Full  details  of  these  are  contained  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

Under  this  Section  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  1951  in 
one  case,  an  Order  for  removal  of  the  patient  to  the  County  Council 
Institution  at  Berwick  being  obtained.  The  reason  for  the  action 
taken  was  the  inability  of  the  person  who  was  living  alone  to 
properly  care  for  himself  due  to  his  state  of  health.  The  Order  was 
for  3 months  in  the  first  place. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  during 
the  year,  one.  death . from  Whooping  Cough  occurring.  Immunisa- 
tion against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  was  carried  out  during 
the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Acute  Encephalitis 

2 

__ 



Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— • 

- — - 

Whooping  Cough 

SO 

— 

1 

Measles 

148 

— — 

— 

Age  Group 

Pneu- 

monia 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Measles 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Acute 

Enceph- 

alitis 

Erysip- 

elas 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Under  1 year 

4 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 year 

— 

10 

31 

— 

• — 

— 

— — 

3 



27 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

. 

33 

78 

— 

1 

— 

1 

10 

15 

25 

1 

3 

> 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

1 





— 

45 





— 



1 

— - 

Over  65 

2 

— • 

• — • 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

9 

80 

148 

1 

2 

2 

3 

NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1951 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

■ 

— 

— 

' — 

45 

55 

Over  65 

" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  tables  of  the  Registrar-General  giving  the  birth-rate,  death- 
rate  and  various  causes  of  death  and  analysis  for  the  year  are 
attached. 

A.  N.  BOUSFIELD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Causes  of  Death 


All  Causes  

Diphtheria 
Cancer  ... 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Bronchitis 
Whooping  Cough 
Nephritis 
Diabetis 
Suicide  ... 

Violence  other  than  Suicide 

All  other  causes  

Influenza 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Bii  th~i  ates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1951 ' 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


Births: — 

Live  births 

Still  births  ... 

Deaths: — 

All  Causes  ... 
Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid   

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 
Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including  polio- 
encephalitis) 
Pneumonia  ... 
Notifications 
(Corrected): — 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  in- 
fection   

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including  polio- 
encephalitis) 
Paralytic 
Non  - paralytic 
Food  Poisoning 

Deaths: — 

All  causes  under  1 
year  of  age 
Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  under 
2 years  of  age  ... 

Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  ... 


fa) 


England 

and 

Wales 

126 

C.B.s  and 
Great 
Towns, 
including 
London 

1 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
fResident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931 

Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

■ i 

Rates 

per  1,000  Home  Population 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

17.8 

0.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.37 

12.5 

13.4 

12.5 

13.1 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.31 

0.37 

0.31 

0.38 

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.61 

0.65 

0.63 

0.61 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

1.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.10 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3.11 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

14.07 

13.93 

14.82 

14.64 

0.99 

1.04 

0.96 

0.72 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.U2  | 
0.13  | 

0.02  1 

0.15  | 

0.03 

0.08 

0.02 

0.23 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

29.6  (a) 

1.4 

33.9 

1.6 

27.6 

1.0 

i 

26.4 

0.7 

Kates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

10.66 

13.77 

8.03 

14.90 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


Intermediate  List  No. 
and  cause 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per 
1,000  Total 
(Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
million 
women 
aged  15-44 

A115 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  the  puerperium 

70 

0.10 

A116 

( Abortion  with  toxaemia 
{ Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
\ and  the  puerperium 

3 

167 

0.00 

0.24 

0 

A117 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth 

91 

0.13 

A118 

Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia  . . 

37 

0.05 

4 

A119 

Abortion  with  sepsis  . . 

66 

0.09 

7 

A120 

Other  complications  of  preg- 
nancy, childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 

125 

0.18 

General  Register  Office, 
(Statistical  Division), 
Somerset  House, 
London,  W.C.2. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR’S 

REPORT,  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1951. 

INTRODUCTION 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Council  this  report  and 
that  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  to  be  submitted  separately. 

To  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Departments  of  Government 
and  the  County  Council  it  has  been  necessary  to  include  in  this 
report  much  statistical  information. 

In  many  quarters  it  is  said  that  local  Government  is  losing  its 
“local”  character  to  such  bodies  as  County  Councils,  Regional  Boards 
and  certain  ad  hoc  authorities.  Whilst  this  may  be  true,  a good 
deal  of  vital  environmental  work  is  still  left  to  District  Councils. 
The  principal  duties  remaining  are  Housing,  Water  Supply,  Sewage 
Disposal,  Public  Cleansing  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  spate  of  law-making  continues  unabating.  The  following 
figures  may  give  some  indication  of  the  legislation  controlling  the 


execution  of  the  above 

duties. 

Acts  of 

Statutory 

Sets  of 

Parliament 

Instruments 

Bye-law 

General  Sanitation  . . . 

47 

38 

2 

Housing 

13 

5 

1 

Food  and  Drugs 

28 

193 

1 

Total  . . . 

88 

236 

4 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  the  law  relating  to  Civil  Build- 
ing Licensing. 

Under  delegated  duties,  planning  takes  up  an  increasing  amount 
of  time.  Governing  this  is  the  parent  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act  of  1947,  with  the  addition  of  16  Statutory  Instruments  that 
affect  this  district. 

The  County  Council  have  delegated  certain  functions  to  the 
District  Council  under  the  terms  of  the  Civil  Defence  Act  1948. 

We  are  in  continual  receipt  of  circulars  from  various  Govern- 
ment Departments,  often  requiring  comprehensive  information. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  catalogue,  that  there  is  a great  need 
for  the  codification  of  the  law  relating  to  this  aspect  of  Local 
Government. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  area  of  the  district  remains  unaltered  at  147,695  acres. 
There  are  45  parishes.  The  resident  population  at  the  Census  in 
1951  was  7,559  a decrease  of  367  since  1931.  A decrease  of  2 is 
shown  since  1950. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  in  1951  was  £30,438.  The 
product  of  Id.  Rate  was  £130. 

The  staff  comprised  1 Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  and  1 
Male  Clerk. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  AND  SANITATION 
Water  Supplies 

In  general  the  water  supplies  of  the  area  continue  to  be  un- 
satisfactory. The  parishes  watered  irom  spiings  arising  in  the 
Cheviots  are  the  most  satisfactory  in  the  district.  Elsewhere  there 
is  a great  deal  to  be  desired.  Whilst  there  is  a high  proportion  of 
houses  with  a piped  supply  of  water  indoors  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  this  water  fluctuates  greatly  at  source,  according  to  the  season 
of  the  year  (see  Appendix  1). 

There  are  6 individual  public  water  supply  schemes. 
Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examinations  are  made  regularly  as 
is  also  done  with  private  sources.  During  the  year  33  Bacteriological 
and  4 Chemical  examinations  were  made.  28  Bacteriological  analyses 
were  satisfactory  and  5 unsatisfactory.  3 chemical  analyses  were 
satisfactory  in  the  public  water  supply  scheme.  16  Bacteriologica 
examinations  and  one  Chemical  examination  were  made  of  private 
schemes.  12  Bacteriological  and  1 Chemical  were  satisfactory,  4 
Bacteriological  and  no  Chemical  were  unsatisfactory.  ^ # , 

~ Two  of  the  public  sources  are  from  boreholes,  both  giving  an 
extremely  hard  water,  one  being  38  parts  per  100.000  m total  hard- 
ness. The  trial  borehole  for  the  Branxton  water  supply,  sunk  during 
the  year  under  review,  had  a total  hardness  . of  118  parts  per 
100  000.  This  type  of  water  is  extremely  wasteful  in  soap  and  labour. 
When  it  is  realised  that  a water  with  a total  hardness  of  5 parts 
per  100,000  is  classified  as  hard,  the  seriousness  of  the  position  can 

be  seen. 

A further  source  of  trouble  in  the  public  supplies  from  the  bore- 
holes at  Lowick  and  Milfield  is  the  high  iron  content  This  gives 
rise  to  corrosion  in  the  pump  linings  and  galvanised  iron  service 
pipes,  and  causes  cloudiness  in  the  water  if  regular  scouring  of  the 
main’is  not  carried  out. 

In  Appendix  2,  is  set  out  the  number  of  houses  supplied  with 
water  from  the  public  water  main.  A direct  into  houses.  B by 

means  of  stand  pipes.  . _ , ... 

In  August  a deputation  of  the  Council  visited  London  and  dis- 
cussed the  Council’s  proposals  for  its  Comprehensive  District  Water 
Supply  Scheme.  This  scheme  using  one  source  of  water  to  supply 
almost  the  whole  of  the  district  by  gravity  would  give,  a filtered 
and  chlorinated  water  supply.  At  present  only  that  supplying  Wooler 
is  chlorinated,  but  not  treated  in  any  other  manner.  During  the  year 
a new  water  supply  scheme  was  commenced  ^to  take  the  place  of 
the  existing  unsatisfactory  supply  at  Wark-on-Tweed. 


Sewerage 

During  the  year  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes 
were  started  at  Chatton  and  Wark-on-Tweed.  When  these  are  com- 
pleted each  one  of  the  7 larger  villages  will  be  sewered  and  have 
some  form  of  sewage  disposal  arrangements. 

With  the  installation  of  many  more  modern  sanitary  fittings, 
namely  baths,  W.C.s,  sinks,  the  load  on  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
has  been  greatly  increased.  It  will  be  necessary  therefore,  to  improve 
the  Wooler  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  also  those  at  Lowick,  Milfield 
and  Branxton  during  the  next  few  years.  If  this  is  not  done  the 
effluent  will  not  satisfy  the  standard  likely  to  be  set  by  the  Rivers 

Board. 
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MORTUARY  ARRANGEMENTS 


A building  in  West  End  Flats,  Wooler,  was  converted  into  a 
mortuary.  This  is  now  satisfactory  and  meets  the  needs  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

In  Appendices  3 and  4 will  be  found  details  of  the  work  carried 
out.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  close  association  of  the  figures,  here 
given,  with  those  of  the  year  1950.  A large  amount  of  tinned  ham, 
imported  from  European  countries  was  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  food,  due  to  defective  canning  and  processing. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  not  yet 
agreed  to  the  improvements  urgently  needed  to  the  Slaughter  House. 
These  improvements  were  suggested  in  my  1949  report.  5 samples 
of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

During  the  year  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  certain  food 
preparation  premises  was  not  nearly  as  satisfactory  as  in  the  previous 
year.  Warnings  were  given  and  an  improvement  will  be  expected 
during  the  coming  year.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  establishments 
which  continue  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  food  cleanliness. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

In  December  the  7yd.  S.  & D.  Freighter  was  taken  in  part  ex- 
change for  a 10yd.  S.  & D.  Freighter  of  a modern  and  up  to  date 
design,  similar  to  that  already  owned  by  the  Council.  Having  two 
vehicles  exactly  similar  will  allow  greater  flexibility  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

In  May,  Scott’s  Quarry  became  available  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse.  This  is  now  in  use  as  the  central  tip  for  the  district.  Con- 
trolled tipping  is  in  operation.  Contrary  to  fears  expressed  at  the 
Public  Enquiry  in  1950,  the  scheme  has  proved  most  successful. 

The  cost  of  Public  Cleansing  for  the  year  was  £2,088,  the 
equivalent  of  a 1/4  rate.  The  estimated  cost  of  collection  and  dis- 
posal per  ton  was  £1.13.1  for  an  annual  estimated  weight  of  1,260 
tons,  or  4d.  per  week  per  house,  as  an  average  figure.  At  the  present 
time  2,425  premises  including  dwellings,  farm  houses  and  industrial 
premises  are  serviced.  Total  mileage  for  the  year  was  13,088  miles 
or  5.4  miles /dwelling. 


SALVAGE 

This  year  the  collection  and  baling  of  waste  paper  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Councils’  employees.  Payment  for  baling  has 
been  made  on  a bonus  incentive  scheme.  The  gross  value  of  salvage 
despatched  to  the  mills  was  £459.8.7.  After  deducting  cost  of  baling 
the  net  profit  was  £322.1.1,  i.e.  a 2£d.  rate. 

The  attention  of  the  public  was  drawn  to  the  financial  benefits 
to  be  gained  from  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  by 
advertisement  and  the  showing  of  reels  at  the  local  cinema. 
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PEST  CONTROL 

8 complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation  were  investigated. 

4 domestic  premises  received  a free  service  from  the  Rodent 
Operative. 

3 business  premises  were  treated,  for  which  a charge  was  made. 

Due  to  holidays,  sickness  and  other  lost  time  amongst  the  Coun- 
cil’s workmen,  the  Rodent  Operative  could  not  devote  as  much  of 
his  time  as  was  hoped  to  this  service  (see  concluding  remarks).  All 
Council  Public  Utility  undertakings  had  anti-rodent  operations 
carried  out  on  them  twice  in  the  year  (see  Appendix  8). 

FACTORY  JNSPECTION 

Sanitary  conditions  in  the  district  continue  to  be  satisfactory 
(see  Appendix  5)  except  for  minor  infringements  usually  corrected 
when  pointed  out. 

WOOLER  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

I have  to  report  that  damage  is  still  considerable  to  the  fittings 
of  the  Conveniences.  Much  of  this  damage  can  only  be  due  to 
deliberate  effort  of  adults. 

SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

The  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  myself  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  agree  that  the  sanitary  conditions  prevail- 
ing at  certain  schools  in  the  district  are  most  unsatisfactory. 

Although  some  cannot  be  improved  until  water  supplies  are 
made  available  others  could  be  attended  to. 

At  the  moment  there  is  always  the  risk  of  food  contamination 
at  the  meals  centres  attached  to  these  schools  from  fly  borne  in- 
fections. 


HOUSING 

Council  Housing 

During  the  year  8 council  houses  were  completed.  The  Council 
now  own : — 


Pre-war  Houses 

112 

Post-war  Houses 

70 

Temporary  Dwellings 

70 

Other  Dwellings 

18 

270 

Every  effort  was  made  to  keep  down  the  cost  of  housing  repairs 
and  maintenance.  The  cost  of  housing  repairs  per  house  for  the 
year  ending  March  1951  was  £3.12.11.  The  cost  of  rent  collection  and 
housing  management  during  the  same  period  was  £1.13.7  per  house. 
The  Council  is  fortunate  in  having  good  tenants.  Only  12  tenants 
are  not  giving  full  satisfaction. 

64  houses  on  the  High  Fair  Site  were  contracted  for  and  a start 
was  made. 
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Private  Housing — Housing  (F.  and  Misc.  Prov.)  Acts, 

1938-1946. 

13  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  under  the  terms  of 
the  Housing  (F.  & Misc.  Provisions)  Acts  1938-1946.  This  brings  the 
total  number  of  houses  built  since  the  war  to  22.  Approvals  for  10 
houses  were  given. 

Housing  Acts,  1949 

Improvement  grants  in  respect  of  17  houses  were  given.  During 
the  year  improvements  to  24  cottages  were  completed. 

This  brings  the  total  of  improvement  grants  made  in  respect 
of  individual  houses  to  47.  See  Appendix  6. 

This  Act  is  being  implemented  to  the  full  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue.  The  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  been  most  helpful  although 
there  are  delays  of  3-6  months  in  receiving  approvals.  To  date  no 
scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  has  been  disapproved. 

Cm!  Building  Licencing 

Licences  for  repair  and  maintenance  of  domestic  property  to 
a total  value  of  £26,650  were  issued  in  the  year. 

Building  Licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  8 houses. 

3 houses  were  built  for  owner-occupiers  or  for  letting  other  than 
under  the  aforesaid  Acts. 

This  work  occupies  a good  deal  of  time  in  investigating  applica- 
tions for  licences,  inspecting  property,  the  issuing  of  licences  and 
the  forwarding  of  returns  to  the  Ministries. 

Building  Plans 

103  plans  were  examined  and  recommended  for  approval  under 
Building  Bye-laws. 

38  applications  for  planning  consent  were  made  and  approved. 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

In  Appendix  6 is  the  corrected  figure  for  the  Housing  situation 
of  the  district  as  at  December.  In  parenthesis  are  the  figures  for  1950. 
This  has  taken  into  consideration  new  houses  built  during  the 
year,  repairs,  improvements,  conversions  and  demolitions  of  dwell- 
ings. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Game  Dealers 

Licences  to  deal  in  game  in  the  district  are  held  by  4 persons. 
One  application  for  a game  dealer’s  licence  was  made  and  refused. 

Petroleum  Storage 

The  number  of  persons  having  their  own  bulk  petrol  installa- 
tions has  increased  considerably.  The  total  number  of  licences  cover 
the  storage  of  61  thousand  gallons  of  petrol.  Number  of  licences 
held  to  date  is  77.  Agreement  and  approval  were  given  to  the  issue 
of  12  new  licences. 

76  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  new  applications  for 
petrol  storage  licences  and  the  renewal  of  expiring  licences. 
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Civil  Defence 

The  Council  appointed  me  Civil  Defence  Liaison  Officer  in  1949, 
after  recruitment  into  the  Civil  Defence  Corps  was  recommenced. 
Since  then  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  volun- 
teers. Classes  were  held  in  the  winter  months  of  1950-51  in  Wooler, 
Ford  and  Lowick.  The  number  of  volunteers  was  54. 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency,  schemes  are  to  be  ready  for  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead,  Repair  of  War  Damage,  Supply  ol  Water,  Disposal 
of  Sewage  and  the  opening  of  Information  Centres. 

116  visits  and  inspections  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence  were 
made. 


CONCLUSION 

One  employee  has  been  occupied  for  19  weeks  on  duties  other 
and  additional  to  his  own  due  to  change  of  staff,  sickness  and  ho  i 
day  relief. 

Although  certain  powers  have  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Local  Authorities,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  preceeding  report 
that  the  work  of  the  department  has  been  greatly  increased  due  to 
the  extension  and  development  of  existing  responsibilities  and  the 
addition  of  new  ones. 

In  no  circumstances  has  the  necessity  arisen  for  the  serving  of 
a statutory  notice  or  the  taking  of  legal  proceedings. 

As  a department  concerned  with  spending  rather  than  earning 
money,  the  endeavour  has  been  to  give  the  greatest  possible  efficiency 
for  expenditure  incurred. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  FIELD, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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APPENDIX  1 


REVISED  HOUSING  SURVEY  AS  AT  31.12.51 

Categories  Remarks 


Parish 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

P 

SP 

1. 

Akeld  . . 

29 

14 

1 

— 

13 

1 

16 

13 

2. 

Brandon 

13 

— 

— - 

5 

8 

— 

5 

8 

3. 

Branton 

16 

— 

3 

3 

9 

1 

5 

11 

4. 

Branxton 

59 

24 

10 

— 

6 

19 

45 

14 

5. 

Carham 

143 

16 

17 

2 

83 

25 

100 

43 

,,  Wark  Vill.  . . 

44 

3 

2 

— 

24 

15 

10 

34 

6. 

Chatton 

158 

31 

17 

17 

70 

23 

70 

88 

„ Vill 

57 

1 

2 

2 

46 

6 

28 

29 

7. 

Chillingham 

26 

2 

5 

2 

16 

1 

11 

15 

8. 

Crookhouse  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

3 

— 

9. 

Coldsmouth  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

3 

— 

10. 

Coupland 

68 

2 

6 

1 

10 

49 

65 

3- 

—Includes  43 

T/dwellings 

11. 

Doddington  . . 

31 

4 

1 

— 

19 

7 

9 

22 

12. 

Earle 

19 

5 

1 

— 

5 

8 

13 

6 

13. 

East  Lilburn 

12 

2 

1 

— 

9 

— 

3 

9 

14 

Ewart  . . 

47 

10 

2 

— 

3 

32 

41 

6- 

—Includes  27 

T/dwellings 

15. 

Fawdon  and  Clinch 

6 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— - 

6 

— 

16. 

Ford  . . 

238 

48 

36 

10 

65 

79 

177 

61 

„ Crookham  Vill. 

16 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

9 

7 

17. 

Greys  Forest 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

18. 

Hepburn 

14 

— 

1 

— 

9 

4 

7 

7 

19. 

Hethpool 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

20. 

Howtel 

21 

1 

1 

3 

11 

5 

19 

2 

21. 

Humbleton 

33 

1 

3 

3 

18 

8 

9 

24 

22. 

Ingram,  etc. 

14 

7 

3 

2 

— 

2 

13 

1 

23. 

Ilderton 

16 

1 

8 

— 

5 

2 

16 

— 

24. 

Kilham 

24 

10 

1 

1 

4 

8 

15 

9 

25. 

Kirknewton  . . 

18 

— 

11 

— 

5 

2 

12 

6 

26. 

Lanton 

13 

— 

8 

1 

2 

2 

8 

5 

27. 

Lowick 

142 

23 

14 

9 

67 

29 

108 

34 

„ Vill 

140 

26 

28 

18 

25 

43 

127 

13 

1446  251 

187 

80 

540 

378 

965 

471 

14 
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APPENDIX  1 (Continued) 


28. 

Middleton  Hall 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

7 

1 

29. 

Milfield 

56 

30 

2 

— 

7 

17 

47 

9 

30. 

Nesbit 

40 

— 

8 

— 

26 

6 

14 

26 

31. 

New  Bewick 

17 

— 

5 

— 

12 

— 

11 

6 

32. 

Newtown 

10 

— 

1 

— 

9 

— 

1 

9 

33. 

North  Middleton 

17 

9 

2 

2 

1 

3 

14 

3 

34. 

Old  Bewick  . . 

27 

2 

1 

19 

4 

1 

19 

8 

35. 

Paston 

23 

— 

1 

— 

11 

11 

13 

10 

36. 

Reaveley 

6 

— 

1 

- — • 

3 

2 

1 

5 

37. 

Roddam 

14 

— 

3 

3 

3 

5 

9 

5 

38. 

Roseden 

13 

11 

— 

i 

— 

1 

11 

2 

39. 

Selby’s  Forest 

7 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

5 

2 

40. 

S.  Middleton 

12 

2 

— 

— 

9 

1 

12 

- — - 

41. 

W.  Lilburn  . . 

34 

4 

7 

— 

22 

1 

15 

19 

42. 

Westnewton  . . 

12 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

- — 

43. 

Wooler 

. . 522 

252 

47 

29 

79 

115 

482 

40 

44. 

Wooperton 

12 

7 

4 

— 

1 

— 

12 

— 

45. 

Yeavering 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2268 

580 

278 

136 

732 

542 

1652 

616 

P — Piped  supply  of  water  into  house  irrespective  of  source. 

S.P.  = Water  supply  from  standpipe  or  carried  from  well  or  spring. 
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APPENDIX  2 

PUBLIC 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

S. 

S.P. 

Remarks 

1. 

Wooler 

. 475 

35 

Source  of  water,  land  springs  and  burn 
unsatisfactory — coloured  after  rain. 

2. 

Lowick 

. 142 

13 

From  borehole — very  hard,  and  iron  con- 
tent causes  corrosion  of  pipes. 

3. 

Bowsden 

, . 25 

6 

Source  fluctuating— poor  in  summer. 

4. 

Branxton 

. . 36 

— 

Very  poor — surface  springs  only.  Pressure 
insufficient. 

5. 

Milfield 

. . 47 

9 

Borehole  source  — very  hard  — borehole 
yield  diminishing  slightly. 

6. 

Wark 

. . 10 

34 

Very  poor — pressure  insufficient  for  supply 
into  most  houses. 

735  97 

S = Piped  supply  into  house. 

S.P.  = Dependent  on  standpipe  only. 
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APPENDIX  3 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Description 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

i. 

Number  killed 

554 

42 

475 

2117 

149 

ii. 

Number  inspected 

554 

42 

475 

2117 

149 

iii. 

All  diseases  except 
T.B.  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

4 

1 

1 

100 

2 

iv. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

255 

21 

5 

147 

26 

V. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

46.7 

59.5 

1.2 

1 1 .6 

18.7 

vi. 

T.B.  Only  whole  car- 
cases condemned 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

vii. 

T.B.  Carcases  from 
which  some  part  con- 
demned 

18 

5 

— • 

— ■ 

3 

viii. 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
T.B 

3.4 

21.4 



— 

2.0 

ix. 

Casualties  in  1 above 

77 

42 

90 

655 

70 

X. 

Weight  of  carcase  meat 
condemned  in  stones 

197 

218 

17 

353 

46 

a3 

o a 

-+->  CD 

.s§ 

6^ 

xi. 

Weight  of  edible  offals 
condemned  in  stones 

342 

145 

2 

102 

13 
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APPENDIX  4 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


UNSOUND  POOD 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Legal 

Proceedings 

1.  Beef  (Home-killed)  Stones 

921  st. 

— 

— 

2.  Beef  (Imported) 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Mutton  (Home-Killed) 

455  st. 

— 

— 

4.  Mutton  (Imported) 

— 

— 

- 

5.  Pork  (Home-killed)  ,, 

59  st. 

— 

— 

6.  Pork  (Imported) 

- — 

— 

— 

7.  Game 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Poultry 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Fish 

54  lbs. 

— 

— 

10.  Fruit  Lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Canned  Goods 

295  tins 

— 

— 

12.  Bacon 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cheese 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Butter 

— 

— 

— 

15.  Lard 

— 

— 

16.  Eggs 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Other  Foods 

— 

— 

— 

18.  C.C.  Meats  (Imported)  Lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

19.  C.  Ham  (Imported)  „ 

210  lbs. 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  5 

.UU„A  FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1948 

ft  thMCounty  7 ^ 

Part  I Of  The  Art 

JN-SPECTIONS^for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 

ky  Local  Authorities 

(n)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

^^ly^orkers^jDremises) 

Total 

2‘-|fASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOimn 

— um  erjHj;ases  ln  which  detects  were  found' 


Particulars 


Want  oi  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

Unreasonable  Tem- 
perature (S.3) 


Inadequate  Ventila- 
tion (S.4) 

Ineffective  Drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 
(n)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(e)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . . . 


CO 

to 

D 
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CD 
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r— H 

D 

XI 


ft! 

D 
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G 

0) 
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W G 
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APPENDIX  7 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED 


CQ 


g a 

£ o 
,f_H 

o o 

<H  JJ 

a 


o ^ 
0 o 

CQ  cfl  ^ 

-4—> 

CP 


Privies  and  Privy  Ashpits  abolished 


Privies  and  Privy  ashpits  repaired 


Pail-Closets  abolished 


Water  Closets  provided 


Number  of  above  for  which  grant 
was  given,  P.H.A.,  1936,  S.47 


Sanitary  bins  provided 


Sanitary  bins  renewed 


New  drains  constructed 


Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ... 


Additional  gullies  provided  ... 


Old  gullies  replaced  ... 


Scullery  sinks  provided 


Scullery  waste-pipes  repaired 


28 


9 


31 


6 


82 


42 


42 


76 


47 


21 


Scullery  waste-pipes  trapped 


Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed  ... 


14 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued  ...  — No.  of  houses 
New  service  provided: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  — No.  of  houses 

(b)  By  private  Owner  12  No.  of  houses 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  (a)  internal  tap  or 

(b)  standpipe  


< 

H 

O 


28 


9 


31 


6 


82 


42 


42 


76 


47 


21 


14 


8 

156 

1652 

530 
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APPENDIX  7 (Continued) 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report:  Year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1951  (Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations)™ 
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APPENDIX  7 (Continued) 
HOUSING 

Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1951 


Houses  Completed  during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority \ Permanent 

8 



8 

j Temporary 

— 

— 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or\  Permanent 

13 

3 

16 

Persons  J Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

1.  RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Category 

Classification 

Number 

1 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

2 

Minor  Defects 

3 

Requiring  repair,  structural  altera- 

See 

tions  or  improvement 

4 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning 

under  Housing  Act,  1949 

Appendix 

6 

5 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

NOTICES: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  282 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS: 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  l 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  ...  J Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  \ 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  J Nil 
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APPENDIX  7 (Continued) 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  net  demolished 

(H.A.,  1949,  S.3)  Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


4.  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCONTINUED 

AS  DWELLINGS  AND  NOT  INCLUDED  ABOVE  ...  8 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SEC.  20) 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  received  ...  34 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  ...  34 


LIST  OF  BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Date  of  adoption  Name  of  Bye-law 

9-12-37  Building  Bye-laws. 

20-4-50  Bye-laws  as  to  Food  Handling,  wrapping,  etc. 

20-10-27  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures. 

(In  Wooler  Parish  Only) 


PUBLIC 

Has  public  cleansing  been 
adopted  throughout  the 
district? 

If  for  part  of  the  district,  please 
state  area  covered  and 
approximate  number  of 
houses  served. 


CLEANSING 

No. 

Whole  of  Rural  District  except 
for  Outby  Areas.  82  per 
cent.  of  Houses  have 
Weekly  or  Fortnightly 
Service,  i.e.  2425  premises 
out  of  a total  of  2732 
premises. 
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APPENDIX  8 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951 
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